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Citizen Advocacy




West Virginia has a part-time legislature

Most legislators are regular people who are only
experts in their own lives and work

Lawmakers depend on experts and constituents to
learn more about issues

You can only influence lawmakers on issues that
are important to you if you speak up!

Of the people, by the people, for the people...



Needs a Face and a Voice




Why Be a Citizen Advocate?

Change Happens When Advocates Don’t Give Up

Unless someone like
you cares a whole

awful lot,
nothing is
goihg to get
better.

It's hot.

Same-5ex Marriage: National Polling Trend
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Constituent Meetings

The Citizen Advocates Best Tool




Websites:

http://www.psc.state.wv.us/
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/
http://www.wvsun.org
http://www.seia.org/policy/state-
solar-policy
http://openstates.org/find your legisl

ator[

Senate House

Joint Bill Status

Educational

Enter Search Terms

Contact A

Welcome to the West Virginia Legislature

2016 REGULAR SESSION

DOWNLOADS

Convened January 13, 2016
» Legislative Calendar - 2016
» House Finance Budget Hearings

» 2015 Membership Directory [PDF]

» 2015 Capitol Maps [PDF]
» Senate District Maps - 2010 Plan

» Senate Finance Budget Hearings

» House District Maps - 2010 Plan

LIVE VIDEO STREAM

» Senate Chamber Session.
» House Chamber Session

Streaming Audio »

West Virginia Legislature Live

iy is a streaming audio web
initiative of the House of
Delegates and Senate.

Bill Status | Bill Tracking | WV Code | Bulletin Board | District Maps | Senate Roster | House Roster | Releases | Blog | Links | Home

» Congressional Map - 2010 Plan
» Legislative Manual [PDF]

2016 INTERIM MEETINGS

January 10-12, 2016

» Schedule

Blog - Today in the Legislature »
Read an up-to-date summary of
daily legislative activities.

last post: January 14, 2016

Bulletin Board »

Access prompt information during
session through the Legislature’s
Calendars, Indexes & Joumals

Final Wrap-up - June 2015 »

The Legislature’s official newsletter -
published weekly each regular
session. It contains summaries of
bills and other legislative actions.
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This \Web site is maintained by the West \irginia Legislature’s Office of Reference & Information. | Terms of Use | 'Web Administrator | © 2016 West \/irginia Legislature ****



http://www.legis.state.wv.us/
http://www.psc.state.wv.us/
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/
http://www.wvsun.org/
http://www.seia.org/policy/state-solar-policy
http://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/

If your MemberiSenator has not already arrived at a firm decision on an issue, how much
influence might the following advocacy strategies directedtothe Washington office have

Irn-Person Bsue Visits from Constituents

Contact from a Constituent Who Represents
Other Constituents

Inclividualized Postal Letters
Individualized Email Messages

Phone Calls

Comments During a Telephone Town Hall
Visit From a Lobbyist

News Editorial Endorsement of an lssue
Individualized Faxes

Form Postal Letters

Form Email Messages

Postcards

Comments on Social Media Sites

Form Faxss

on his/her decision?*
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http://pmpu.org/wp-content/uploads/CWC-Perceptions-of-Citizen-Advocacy.pdf

Preparing for the Meeting

Step 1: Identify your legislators

/ & Find Your State Legislator x |

€ > C \ [ openstates.org/find_your_legislator/?q=22+Pine+Road +Morgantown+WV
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Find your legislator

Enter your address: Use your current location

' 22 Pine Road Morgantown WV ‘ n
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http://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/




Step 3: Assemble Your Team

Outline your agenda & Assign
roles

Assemble good leave-behind
information

Practice, practice, practice!




West Virginia Legislators are part-time
» Outside of legislative session, most of them have other jobs

Staffing
» Senators have staff and secretaries that can be helpful in scheduling meetings
» Delegates do not have staff with the exception of leadership and major committee chairs




Be punctual and persistent
Have a conversation (50-50 rule)
Keep the conversation on track

Be polite and respectful




Get a Commitment!




After the Meeting

» Follow-up
» Be sure to send a thank you note to with whomever you
met (handwritten is more personal, e-mail is faster)

»Send supplemental information, if appropriate
» If sending information, follow up a week or two later to see if
they got it and to answer questions

» Offer to be a resource on your issue



ROLE PLAY




1. Getinto groups of 3-4 and pick one person to play the legislator

2. Decide on one issue to lobby your legislator on

3. As agroup discuss:
1. What research would you need to do?
2. What leave-behind information would you need to prepare?

3. What stories or compelling anecdotes should you collect?

4. Outline a draft agenda for a constituent meeting

5. Practice having the meeting!






