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Morgantown solar co-op forming

CONOR GRIFFITH
TheDPost.com

MORGANTOWN — Any Monongalia County property owners looking
to switch their homes to solar power now have an opportunity to do
that with a discount.

This is where WV Sun, a nonprofit that helps communities develop
renewable energy projects and programs, comes in. Emily Stiever,
the chief of staff for the nonprofit, said by banning together, people
can better negotiate for cheaper prices on solar installation.

“Based on the same principle as buying in bulk, co-op members
purchase solar systems together to save money and share
knowledge,” she said. “The group uses a competitive bidding
process to select a single company that will install systems on all of
the participating homes. Each participant signs his or her own
contract with the installer, but everyone gets the bulk discount.”

As of Friday, March 20, the Morgantown Solar Co-op had 27
members. Joey James, who lives just outside city limits, is one of
them.

“What we found is that people are truly interested in renewable solar
energy,” he said. “It’s really about a quality of life improvement.”

James said anyone who wants to find out more or might be
interested in joining the co-op can email him directly at
jjames@downstreamstrategies.com or visit wvsun.org/solar-
coops/morgantown-solar-co-op/.
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