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Our Theory of Change  



People who have a stake in the renewable energy 
economy are motivated and compelling advocates for 

stronger renewable energy policies. 

The role of grassroots lobbyists in shaping policy



• What is Lobbying? 
– getting what you want by 

advocating to the people with 
the power to give it to you.  

• Does grassroots lobbying 
work?  
– YES! 

Grassroots Lobbying



1. Introduced in the originating house
2. Assigned to committee, which holds a 

public hearing and votes
3. If bill passes out of committee, it goes 

to the full body for a vote
4. If voted out of the originating house, it 

must go through the same process in 
the other house

5. If different version pass out of each 
house, the versions must be reconciled

6. After passing both houses, the 
governor must sign (the legislature can 
override a veto)

How does a bill become law? 

A bill = proposed law



• December 10: Bill draft request deadline
• January 6: GA convenes
• January 9: Bill filing deadline
• February 3 – 4: Final passage deadline in 

originating house
• March 3: Final passage deadline in second 

house
• March 11: Anticipated session adjournment 

(March 14 deadline)

Key dates for 2020 Indiana General Assembly



Levels of grassroots lobbying

In-person 
meeting

Testimony at 
Legislature

Attend an event

Personal phone call

Personal email or letter

“Clicktivism” or mass online action



• Third House meetings 
– Public forums for community members to 

discuss issues with their elected officials
– List of meetings available from ACLU at 

aclu-in.org/en/resources/advocacy/third-
house-meetings

• Candidate forums
–We can make renewable energy policy an issue 

in the 2020 election

Public Events

https://www.aclu-in.org/en/resources/advocacy/third-house-meetings


ü Meeting in person with your representative is 
usually the most impactful way to lobby.

ü Request meeting (at least one week ahead) at 
their legislative office or in your district. 

ü If your legislator is not available, ask to meet 
with a staffer. 
– Meeting with a legislative staffer can be hugely 

impactful, as they are often tracking specific bills 
and can influence the legislator

Lobbying in person



ü Learn about your representative's background 
and their energy voting record (ask us if you 
need help).
− Do you have anything in common? Have they voted for 

anything that you support, even if not on energy?

ü It’s a good idea to have a one-page outline of 
talking points.

ü Don’t bring a lot of written material to leave with 
the legislators; if you do, it should be no more 
than 1-2 pages. 

Preparing for the meeting 



ü Make sure to allow lots of opportunities for 
the legislator to speak about their positions 
and concerns, but don’t let them derail the 
meeting.

ü Dress professionally but comfortably, as 
appropriate.

ü It’s a good idea to take brief notes as long as 
it’s not distracting.

During the meeting 



ü If you do not know the answer to a question…
– say so, and offer to find the answer and provide it 

to the representative later. 
– We can help you find the answer!

ü Close the meeting by thanking your 
representative for the meeting and say that 
you will send a follow-up email.  

During the meeting 



ü Prepare what you want to say ahead of time, 
including your personal story about how the bill 
solves a problem or impacts your family, 
community, or business.
– Remember that your personal story will make a 

greater impact than presenting facts about the bill. 

ü Start with the ask (vote yes or no)
– Briefly state how you would like your rep. to vote and 

explain how the bill would impact you, your family, 
business, and/or community. 

Tips for communicating with your representatives 



ü Address them by their proper title
– Example: Honorable Representative Smith

ü Identify yourself by:
– Name
– Town, county, or district
– If relevant to the issue, profession and 

organizational affiliation

ü Identify the bill you want to talk about by bill 
title and number.

Tips for communicating with your representatives 



ü Be politely assertive and use a professional 
tone. Try not to express anger!
– One of the goals of communicating is to build an 

ongoing and productive relationship. 

ü If the representative opposes, express 
disappointment and offer to answer questions 
or supply additional information. 
– Ask: what kind of information would you need to 

reconsider your position?

ü Follow up ASAP by email with the information 
and restate your position.

Tips for communicating with your representatives 



ü Review/clarify your meeting notes

ü Send follow-up email thanking them for the 
meeting
– Include any requested information 
– Repeat your ask  

ü If your legislators say they will vote yes (or no)
– Thank them and urge them to encourage their 

colleagues to follow suit. 

After the meeting… 



ü Joey Myles, Solar Homeowner

ü Jesse Kharbanda, Executive Director 
Hoosier Environmental Council

ü Kerwin Olson, Executive Director
Citizens Action Coalition

What we’re fighting for in Indiana



• Commit to taking action in 2020!
– Please fill out the information on the Indiana 

Solar Movement Volunteer Commitment Form 
and turn it in before leaving the Solar Congress. 

• Send a post card to your state legislators!
– Use these postcards to tell your legislators why 

you love solar, why solar is important to you, and 
what you want them to do to support solar.

Take action today!



ü 2020 Renewable Energy Day 
– Tuesday, January 7 starting at 9 a.m.

– Learn more and RSVP at: 
SolarUnitedNeighbors.org/2019RenewableEnergyDay 

ü Let us know if you need help connecting with your 
representatives (meeting setup, etc.) 

Next steps

https://www.solarunitedneighbors.org/indiana/2019-renewable-energy-day-at-the-indiana-statehouse/%3Futm_medium=email&utm_source=eblast&utm_campaign=advocacy&utm_content=indiana&utm_term=redreminder&ms=email-eblast-advocacy-indiana-redreminder

